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has launched these campaigns in various forms.-
As an example of Gandhiji* s method of Satyagraha
may be taken his historic fast in September, 1932.
Gandhiji had been working for the abolition of
untouchability since early in his life. He has con-
sidered untouchability as a curse of Hinduism
and has been striving hard to remove this blot.
In 1931, J. Ramsay Macdonald, the Prime Minis-
ter, in his speech at the Round Table Conference
favoured the depressed classes demand for a separate
electorate. Gandhiji considered this as a sinister
move which would create a permanent division in
Hinduism. He therefore set his face against it and
announced at the meeting that he would resist this
proposal with his life. In spite of this warning
the Premier announced his decision on August
17, 1932, in which a number of specially reserved
constituencies were created for the untouchables
and they were also given additional rights to contest
seats in the general constituencies. On August 18,
1932, Gandhiji wrote to the Premier that the only
way in which he could resist the decision was by
declaring "a perpetual fast unto death from food
of any kind save water with or without salt anc
soda." Gandhiji started this fast on September
2i. The whole nation was stirred. Agreement was